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Introduction
The GCSE Art and Design qualification is a 120 hour course of study.
The following pages show three options for devising a GCSE course of study, which are intended to assist teachers in their planning. However, they are not prescriptive and can be modified to suit your centre.

The options are:
· Option 1: starting GCSE in Year 9 plus a two year course
· Option 2: two year course
· Option 3: one year course
While the course can be delivered over one, two or three years, we do not recommend delivering the course in fewer than the recommended 120 guided learning hours. Some centres may choose to start the GCSE course after option choices in Year 9, in which case we would recommend using the remaining time in Year 9 for embedding knowledge, understanding and skills as a foundation for a two year course (see Option 1).
We also provide detailed schemes of work, which can be downloaded from the Edexcel website.

Option 1: starting GCSE in Year 9 plus a two year course
	Year 9
	After options choices made
	Induction period: embed knowledge, understanding and skills

· We would recommend that work produced during the induction period is not submitted for the final assessment of the Personal Portfolio unless you and your student feel it evidences the creative journey the student has been on
· Students given the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills, to include:

· drawing / mark-making

· experimenting with materials and techniques

· purposeful annotation

· researching contextual sources

· presenting and refining art work

Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit or workshop could be offered to students to support their learning

	Year 10
	Autumn term
	Induction period: develop knowledge, understanding and skills
· Students given the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills, to include:
· exploring and experimenting with materials, processes, technologies and techniques
· recording practical and written observations

· researching and investigating contextual sources

· drawing / mark-making

· Students given the opportunity to generate and develop ideas by completing a small discrete project
Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit, workshop or artist in residence could be offered to students to support their learning

	Year 10
	Spring term
	· Students continue with their induction period

Component 1: thematic response project

· We would recommend that work produced during this thematic response project is submitted for the final assessment of the Personal Portfolio

· Students given the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills through their thematic response project, to include:

· developing and exploring ideas

· researching primary and contextual sources

· experimenting with media, materials, techniques and processes

· presenting personal response(s)

Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit, workshop or visit to a local area of interest to support students’ response to the theme

	Year 10
	Summer term
	Thematic response project continues

	Year 11
	Autumn term
	Component 1: mock exam assignment (including a period of sustained focus)
· We would recommend that work produced during this project is submitted for the final assessment of the Personal Portfolio

· Students given the opportunity to mimic the content of the Externally Set Assignment, using a previous ESA theme or the Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) available on the Edexcel website, to include:

· developing and exploring ideas

· researching primary and contextual sources

· experimenting with media, materials, techniques and processes

· presenting personal response(s)

· Students given the opportunity to improve their mock exam assignment in light of feedback from teacher

	Year 11
	Spring term
	Component 2: Externally Set Assignment

· Paper released 2 January
· Preparatory period begins in January and students start work on their preparatory studies in response to the theme
Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit, workshop or visit to a local area of interest to support students’ response to the ESA theme
· Students complete all preparatory studies before the start of the period of sustained focus

· The 10-hour period of sustained focus during which students produce their final response(s) to the theme

	Year 11
	Summer term
	Component 1: Personal Portfolio projects (thematic response and mock exam assignment)
· Students to finalise unfinished work in light of feedback from teacher and their own experience of completing the Externally Set Assignment
· Students to select and present appropriate work for assessment of their Personal Portfolio
· External moderation window begins on 1 May


Option 2: two year course
	Year 10
	Autumn term
	Induction period: embed knowledge, understanding and skills

· We would recommend that work produced during the induction period is not submitted for the final assessment of the Personal Portfolio unless you and your student feel it evidences the creative journey the student has been on
· Students given the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills, to include:

· exploring and experimenting with materials, processes, technologies, techniques and processes
· recording practical and written observations

· researching and investigating contextual sources

· drawing / mark-making

· Students given the opportunity to generate and develop ideas by completing a small discrete project
Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit or workshop could be offered to students to support their learning

	Year 10
	Spring term
	· Students continue with their induction period

Component 1: thematic response project

· We would recommend that work produced during this thematic response project is submitted for the final assessment of the Personal Portfolio

· Students given the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills, to include:

· developing and exploring ideas

· researching primary and contextual sources

· experimenting with media, materials, techniques and processes

· presenting personal response(s)

Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit, workshop or artist in residence could be offered to support students’ response to the theme

	Year 10
	Summer term
	Thematic response project continues

	Year 11
	Autumn term
	Component 1: mock exam assignment (including a period of sustained focus)
· We would recommend that work produced during this project is submitted for the final assessment of the Personal Portfolio

· Students given the opportunity to mimic the content of the Externally Set Assignment, using a previous ESA theme or the Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) available on the Edexcel website, to include:

· developing and exploring ideas

· researching primary and contextual sources

· experimenting with media, materials, techniques and processes

· presenting personal response(s)

Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit, workshop or visit to a local area of interest to support students’ response to the theme
· Students given the opportunity to improve their mock exam assignment in light of feedback from teacher

	Year 11
	Spring term
	Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 

· Paper released 2 January
· Preparatory period begins in January and students start work on their preparatory studies in response to the theme
Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit, workshop or visit to a local area of interest to support students’ response to the theme
· Students complete all preparatory studies before the start of the period of sustained focus
· The 10-hour period of sustained focus during which students produce their final response(s) to the theme

	Year 11
	Summer term
	Component 1: Personal Portfolio projects (thematic response and mock exam assignment)
· Students to finalise unfinished work in light of feedback from teacher and their own experience of completing the Externally Set Assignment
· Students to select and present appropriate work for assessment of their Personal Portfolio
· External moderation window begins on 1 May


Option 3: one year course

The GCSE Art and Design qualification is a 120 hour course of study.
While the course can be delivered over one year, we do not recommend delivering the course in fewer than the recommended 120 guided learning hours.
	Groundwork
	Independent learning period

· Students wishing to pursue a one year course should consider doing some groundwork in preparation for an intensive and demanding course

· During this period, students could produce a sketchbook containing visual and written evidence of work completed

· The teacher and student should decide later if the work produced during this period is suitable for the final assessment of the Personal Portfolio

· Students should work independently on developing their knowledge, understanding and skills, which could include:

· drawing / mark-making

· experimenting with materials and techniques

· recording practical and written observations

· researching contextual sources

· presenting and refining art work

· visiting galleries, museums and exhibitions

	Autumn term
	Component 1: thematic response project
· We would recommend that work produced during this project is submitted for the final assessment of the Personal Portfolio

· Students given the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills through their thematic response project, to include:

· developing and exploring ideas

· researching primary and contextual sources

· experimenting with media, materials, techniques and processes

· presenting personal response(s)

Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit, workshop or visit to a local area of interest to support students’ response to the theme

	Spring term
	Component 2: Externally Set Assignment
· Paper released 2 January
· Preparatory period begins in January and students start work on their preparatory studies in response to the theme
Enrichment opportunity: gallery visit, workshop or visit to a local area of interest to support students’ response to the theme
· Students complete all preparatory studies before the start of the period of sustained focus
· The 10-hour period of sustained focus during which students produce their final response(s) to the theme

	Summer term
	Component 1: Personal Portfolio project (thematic response)
· Students to finalise unfinished work in light of feedback from teacher and their own experience of completing the Externally Set Assignment
· Students to select and present appropriate work for assessment of their Personal Portfolio
· External moderation window begins on 1 May
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